
We would like to congratulate and 
welcome the new members of BVSc 
and BVT! Get yourselves ready for one 
crazy ride in vet school. You will make 
friends for life, study heaps (or not) and 
have a truck load of fun. 

Nose to Tail is the student written 
MUVSA (Massey University Veterinary 
Students Association) newsletter. Read 
along to find out more about upcoming 
events, clubs and articles about what 
other students have been up to.

To get involved and join a new club, 
head along to concourse in the common 
break this Wednesday between 12pm 
and 2pm for Clubs Day!

If anyone is interested in being featured 
in future editions we would love to hear 
from you.

Our contact email is: 
masseyvetnewsletter@gmail.com

Thanks,	  	  

 Dani  &  Anna 
Upcoming Events

Upcoming Events with dates still to be confirmed:

• Vet vs Ag Debate
• Vet vs Ag Rugby Game
• Vet bs Ag Netball Game (Trials will be held soon!)

Nose to Tail: 
MUVSA News

Issue #3 July 2014

 uq  r c c

VET BALL 2014
Saturday 26th July

7.30pm
The Convention Center

✦ Tickets are $40, available from your class reps this week!
✦ Featuring a Live Band
✦ Eftpos available at the Bars

Y o u  a r e  I n v i t e d  t o

Friday July 18th Mentor / Mentee Happy Hour

Friday July 25th Halfway Day BVSc III

Saturday July 26th Vet Ball Theme: Las Vegas

Saturday August 2nd SVECCS Conference

August 18th - 22nd MUVSA Clothing Sale

Friday August 22nd Happy Hour! Theme: Rubiks Cube

August 25th - September 5th Mid Semester Break!

The Vet XV Rugby Team are 
looking to recruit new BVSc and 
BVT rugby players for the team!

For more information, some of the 
players will be around to one of your 
classes this week, otherwise contact 
Angus Gibb on 0273398039.
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BVSc & BVT Presidents Reports

!

Alex Meban, BVSc President
Welcome back to semester two and a special welcome to the class of 2018!

I hope everyone had a nice break over the last few weeks and are ready and refreshed to 
tackle the business end of the year. There is plenty to look forward to with Mentor-
Mentee Happy Hour on July 18th, the Vet Ball on July 26th and Skull cup on September 
20th. I am personally looking forward to seeing if the current 3rd years can better their 
“efforts” from last year’s raft race.

On the 26th of September we are very fortunate to be hosting Dr Lisa Argilla BSc(Agric), 
BVSc, MANZCVS from Wellington Zoo. I asked her if she would like to speak to our 
students from a professional development point of view, about what it takes to be a 
wildlife vet, and to offer some insights into what her job involves. We are working on 
getting other speakers to come talk to us about different roles that vets have out in the 
real world. I would love to have some feedback from you guys about what sort of of vets 
you would like to hear from.

From this point on in the year, students will be starting to see practice around the 
country. I feel the need to remind you all, to be careful about what photos end up on 
social media sites, specifically Facebook. Currently there is a blanket rule that no photos 
whatsoever from practical work (including farm work) can be put up on online. I 
personally believe that this is bull and I am working on getting specific rules ironed out 
but until then please adhere to this rule (or use good judgement).

The schedules for upcoming MUVSA meetings are July 23rd ,  Aug 20th, September 
17th, and October 8th. Anyone is welcome to attend these meetings or get their class reps 
to pass on anything they would like brought up.

As always feel free to approach me with any concerns or suggestions, or email me at 
muvsa.pres@gmail.com. Good luck for the rest of the semester!

Club Talks This Week!
Club Event Description Date, Time, Location

RADIC
(Radiology Club)

Hip Displasia 5th Year BVSc student Lauren Strange will be 
talking about Hip Displasia and how it can be 
seen on radiographs. There will also be a short 
introduction for newcomers and FREE PIZZA!

Wednesday 16th July
12-1pm
ICLT

SVECCS 
(Student Veterinary 
Emergency and 
Critical Care)

Anaesthesia Kerrie Lewis will be speaking about how 
to manage tricky surgery cases from an 
anaesthesia perspective.

Monday 14th July
12-1pm
Vet 1

Madison Hendriks, BVT President

The Bachelor of Veterinary Technology (BVT) students had a wonderful first semester 
that flew by! Last semester the second year techs hit the ground running with their first 
set of rotations for the degree, and round two is quickly approaching in a few weeks. 
This practical experience and the chance to get to know the staff and 5th year vet 
students was enjoyed by all.
The third years techs have split into their tracks for their last semester of study, further 
enhancing skills and knowledge in their chosen fields. We also have our 100 days to go 
celebration coming up so be on the lookout for hooligans running around palmy! 
With hopes of promoting a good working relationship, plans are underway for a fourth 
year vet and second year tech BBQ and drinks. Encouraging the two classes to mingle 
and get to know one another before hitting the clinics together next year. 
Best of luck for your studies and rotations!
Contact Email: muvsa.bvtpresident@gmail.com 
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How to Survive Vet School: 
Advice from older students who did everything wrong, so you don’t have to:

• “Get the Dissection of the Dog textbook!”. You can buy this as a hardcopy online or from older students or there is a 
free PDF in student circulation also. (There is also a free PDF of the Dyce textbook which has been described as the 
“bible of anatomy” it is also a must have!).

• “Get involved from the start, go to events like Mentor/ Mentee happy hour and the vet ball coming up, it is the best 
way to make friends and a heap of fun.”

• “The Biochemistry Textbook is the biggest waste of money.”
• “For cheap textbooks, furniture or anything check out the facebook page:  Massey BVSc and Vet Tech.  Stuff for 

sale/ wanted.”
• “Don’t study too hard! Vet school is about having fun too, our motto is “Work Hard, Play Hard.”
• “Try to set aside at least an hour each day to go over what you have learnt that day, it is so much easier and less 

stressful to learn as you go rather than leave it all till study week because the workload mounts up.”
• “Keep calm, you are not competing anymore for a place in the  BVSc degree so help your peers out.”
• “You forget most of what you did in first year anyway but get a handle on your anatomy or it will come back to bite 

you on the bum later.”
• “Be nice to your classmates, you have to spend the next 5 years with them all day, everyday”.

August 18th - 22nd! 
In the Vet Foyer each day at 12pm (except Thursday)

MUVSA VET CLOTHING 

SALE

First Year Vet Student
What society thinks I do What my family think I do

What senior vet students
 think I do

What my friends think I do
What I wish I did

What I really do



SVECCS  (Student Veterinary Emergency and Critical Care Society) has had a great start to 2014! We 
have had numerous emergency and critical care presentations involving a variety of animals and situations. 
Highlights include the dramatic case of the alpaca versus the dog and the emerging equine herpes virus 
situation in New Zealand. It has been great to see so many keen members at the talks and new members will be 
able to sign up early this semester.

We are very excited about this year’s conference! Once again we have some excellent talks and practical 
sessions lined up including fetotomies, suturing tracheotomies and small animal caesareans! The SVECCS 
committee have organised suture kits for budding emergency vets to practice their skills with (skills which you 
can learn at the SVECCS conference in August!). These will be on sale early this semester. The conference is a 
great opportunity to have a hands-on experience that you may not get until your later years in vet school or 
once out in practice.

Morning tea as well as a yummy Indian buffet lunch will be provided and there will be spot prizes for lucky 
ticket holders. The conference will be held on Saturday 2nd August from 7.30am until 5pm in ICLT and 
various wet labs. Tickets can be purchased in the second week of semester two. The conference would not be 
possible without the incredible sponsorship from Royal Canin, MAS, NZVA, VPIS and the Massey Pathology 
Department.
We look forward to seeing you there!
SVECCS contact Email: masseysveccs@gmail.com     FB Page: Massey SVECCS

We would like to welcome everyone back for semester two with happy hour this friday! It will be held at the 
Masonic bar on Main Street. Mentor/ Mentee happy hour gives the new BVT and BVSc students a chance to 
meet their older student mentors. The role of a mentor is to help ease the transition of the first years into vet 
school. This can be achieved by passing on advice, class notes or old assignments and helping their mentee 
with any questions or queries they may have about their new life as a BVSc or BVT student. 

Keep checking your class noticeboards this week to find out what you need to dress up as. Good costumes can 
be found at the $2 store on King St or get creative and have a go at making your own!All other year levels are 
welcome to attend happy hour as per usual. If you are a mentor or a mentee and CANNOT make it this Friday 
it is expected out of courtesy that you will make contact with whoever you are paired up with to inform them 
of your absence.

- The Bar Girls

Attend the Upcoming SVECCS Conference!

Mentor/ Mentee Happy Hour!
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The greyhound special topic week started out by learning the language of greyhound racing. The triceps were 
now called the "monkey" muscles and the "thumps" were a post race phenomenon. After spending the morning 
learning about common injuries in greyhounds, we were taught a comprehensive 45 second pre race exam. 
Want a walking anatomy lesson? Greyhounds are your breed! Getting up the next the day was easy, as we spent 
the day practicing surgical techniques such as digit amputation and ligament repair. Now for some racing! 
Wednesday morning we visited the race track in Wanganui, where both the racetrack and veterinary staff kindly 
welcomed us and allowed us to perform the pre race exams. It is amazing how stoic these dogs are when they 
walk in looking like they just jumped out of a page of Dyce, more ripped than that Canadian guy from Mr. Vet 
2014; they are truly a beautiful breed. Then we got to watch them race...these dogs. wow. Maximum speed. 
Much excitement. You need to see them! Testing winners for banned substances brought a close to the day. 
After spending Thursday getting invaluable surgical practice in Wanganui with Malcolm Jansen and his dogs, it 
was time to hit the Friday races with a vengeance after some valuable morning lectures on greyhound welfare. 
Since we were not working the Friday races, we were allowed to get in on the action. Fighting the urge to make 
it rain on the track by blowing our tuition on the dogs, we each managed to place student sized bets on the 
races while enjoying dinner and a bar tab kindly provided by Greyhounds New Zealand! Some of us lost 
money while others doubled theirs! What a great way to spend a week, I highly suggest it. Special thanks to 
Malcolm Jansen for running the week for us!

 Are you interested in Fostering or 
Adopting a Greyhound?

Check out greyhoundsaspets.org.nz! They are a charity established by 
Greyhound Racing New Zealand to find pet homes for retired racing 
greyhounds. Safe a life and adopt a greyhound! if you are thinking about 
getting a dog, they make affectionate and intelligent pets. If you cannot make 
a long term commitment to a dog, you can always be a foster carer and look 
after a greyhound while they are waiting to be adopted.

 5th Year Special Topic Highlight: 
Grey Hound Racing
Written by Jeremy Stockley



Veterinary Confessionals:

Above: Hilal Dogan
Below: Corey Regnerus

Hopefully everyone has been onto the STREAM page for ‘Vet Confessionals’ to see all of the 
great submission cards that we have been receiving!

Hilal Dogan, wanted to use the idea of PostSecret, and then specialize this within the veterinary 
community which set ‘Vet Confessionals’ in motion. The intention of this project was to allow 
an outlet for people to anonymously submit secrets that have been on their mind relieving the 
stress, anxiety or depression associated with that secret. Additionally it would allow others to 
connect with those in similar situations. We have allowed the opportunity for others to 
comment on these submissions to provide support and guidance for those it was affecting.

Hilal and Corey Regnerus began working together on this project last year in preparation for a 
set of presentations at the North American Veterinary Community Conference. Since then, the 
project has gained support from IVABS, Massey Counselling Services, and NZVA. A review 
committee has been formed consisting of three student volunteers, two counsellors and an 
IVABS staff member. We meet weekly to discuss the post cards, and any comments submitted. 
We couldn’t be happier with the results that have been achieved so far! It has worked far better 
than we originally intended, and has brought valid concerns to light in veterinary student 
community.

 “Trust me, we 
ALL feel this 
      way... <3”

  “I'm in 5th year and I feel like this 
sometimes. So much to learn. But 
spending time at good clinics where 
vets help you to discover what you 
DO know helps you to realise that 
you will make a great vet.”

“Same”

The committee have been very excited to watch this project to develop, and want to make sure that everyone is involved 
as much as possible, so also feel free to use the submission box as a ‘suggestion box’ if you have a great idea. We 
welcome feedback and new ideas that could be incorporated.  There also a feedback forum on the ‘Vet Confessionals’ 
STREAM page. 

Currently, the submissions are only available to view by students but we open to expanding the audience out to the Vet 
Teaching Hospital staff, as well as lecturers. This would allow staff to empathise with student concerns while students can 
maintain anonymity and receive support from graduated vets with ‘real world’ experience. We would like to know if 
students think this is a good idea or not, to let us know there is a quick survey on the stream page where you can indicate 
if you think this expansion would be a good idea or not.

We have printed our SECOND lot of post cards, as they are in demand! They are now available in the pigeonhole next to 
the submission pigeonhole where you can discretely grab a card. In case there are none there, some will be in the Vet 
Undergraduate Office on request, or you can always ask one of us, or you class reps. Remember though you are free to 
generate your own submission cards (would be cool to see a macaroni art submission card!). Thanks to everyone who has 
already been an active participant in this project, as it is you that have made it a success thus far. More importantly, we 
cannot wait to see where it will get to!

Check out the all FAQ’s on the Vet Confessionals stream page for details!



The Massey Equine Club has held several events during the first semester.  Back by popular demand, members were 
invited to attend the Manawatu Sires Produce Stakes at Awapuni in March. Totally Vets Awapuni graciously hosted a team 
of students for a champagne breakfast before showing them the ropes of being a race day veterinarian. The rain held off 
and the day was enjoyed by all.  The club has hosted Fibre Fresh representatives for a talk on equine nutrition in April.  To 
conclude the semester, a bandaging demonstration and workshop was held at the Equestrian Centre. Using donated and 
club sponsored materials, members practiced applying several types of lower limb bandages.  It was a great opportunity 
for small groups to review techniques and a similar workshop will be held this semester!

For the second semester the club is hoping to host a farrier demonstration, a dentistry talk and workshop, as well as 
several talks and smaller events.  The club is also excited to partner with the Massey Kiwi Care Team to raise funds for 
volunteers vets helping working equids around the world.  

Membership for semester two is $5 and new members are always welcome at any time during the year.

The Equine Club Contact Email is: masseyequineclub@gmail.com 

Young kittens reared in a litter spend all day together. At about 4 or 5 weeks they start to play and this play becomes an 
important part of their social interaction. Social play peaks between weeks 9 and 14 . Kittens are often taken off the 
mother and given away or sold  between 8 and 12 weeks. As individuals in a new home they are often very noisy 
apparently seeking their siblings or mother. If only one kitten remains in the original home it may also be noisy. The 
crying generally abates over a few days. If kittens remain together then social play changes at about 19 weeks when male 
cats become sexual in their play (attempting neck grasp and mounting); females respond aggressively to this behaviour 
until they actually come into oestrus from 5 to 6 months of age.

If the kittens in your flat are domestic shorthairs I would expect the crying to lessen over the next few days or weeks and it 
will certainly disappear when the male become sexually playful. Meanwhile there are a few things to do to reduce the 
problem. Firstly play with both kittens using a ‘fishing’ rod and lure. Get a kitten tunnel, kittens love to play in them. 
Second, either play with or cuddle the female kitten alone when she cries. Three, put the kittens in separate rooms with 
food, water, a litter tray and bed when you are away from the flat. The female may call but as nothing happens she will 
probably quieten, when you come back let them play together. Give the kittens something to play with; the male will 
probably play more that the female but both should respond to catnip mice or dancing weasels. You could use ‘Feliway’, it 
might reduce the anxiety the female kitten may be experiencing but I would not recommend anti-anxiety drugs at this 
stage. Yvonne, the wife,  breeds and sells Chinchilla kittens and the last kitten of a litter is often very noisy for a few days 
after its litter mates leave. People who buy a kitten from her sometimes phone about the kitten calling but it usually stops 
after a few days. This is not generally as serious a problem as puppies barking.
  
Written by Kevin Stafford    

“Ask the Vet” with Kevin Stafford
"My flat has recently gotten two kittens, a brother and a sister. They are settling in 
well, except the girl is very co-dependant. When her brother is in another room 
she gets very distressed and cries. Help! It is driving me insane.”

Massey University Equine Club


